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name contract dispute puts pews in the path A Tokyo
court’s suspension of the transfer of the two domain

names “Three Domains In Japan” and “Three Domains
for Japan” must have been a great joy to Internet law-

enforcement officials, but it is also likely to prove a
great disappointment to The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. To oversimplify, the domain name

“Three Domains” in the possession of the Hachiai
Betsuin in Tokyo is being sought by two attorneys,
Masatoshi Nishimura and Takako Kudo, who have

taken over from Daisuke Kodama, who claimed in a
court filing that the domain name was his domain

name. It has been shut down by the court, apparently
on the grounds that Nishimura and Kudo are using it
to sell their legal services and that this is in breach of
what they claim is the spirit of the original agreement

with Kodama. This domain name dispute is closely
connected with the loss and recovery of what are
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known as “name squatting” domains. A website called
Three Domains Names Agency lists a number of

current website holders of these domains, some with
as much as 400,000 followers. And Tsubasa Shigeta,

of the Tokyo-based legal and marketing agency,
Shigeta & co., told me that as many as 70,000 domain
names such as “Three Domains in Japan” are currently

in a similar situation. The Tenrikyo Society of North
America, Inc. filed suit in 2005 after the LDS Church

bought the domain names “Tenrikyo.org”,
“Hachiai.org” and “Hachiai.net”, saying that the

church was using the domain name for an educational
purpose and was thus infringing on its trademarks.
The church countered that it was using the domain

names to avoid confusing the public with the Tenrikyo
Society of North America, a non-profit educational
organization that is best known as the school that
founded the religious denomination Tenrikyo. The

court ruled in favor of the Tenrikyo Society of North
America and the LDS Church was forced to move its
websites to a different domain name. The Tenrikyo

Society of North America has since obtained a number
of similar domain
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